February 2025

Dear Virtual Small Fry School,

you did it/

Welcome 1o the final month of Small /:ry School for
this season! Thank you so much for]oining us and for

0I// HOMF hara/ WOF/Q. We hope HOM have enjoyea/ /earning

about Alaska's marine animals and ecosys*ems/

As usual, for each lesson this month, we have provia/ea/
an overview of the week's fopic, as well as sugges*ea/
activities and crafts to do at home. Additional
worksheets and a co/oring page are also Provia/ea/ that

can loe comp/e*ea/ aﬁer each /esson.

[f you have any aluesﬁons, feel free to reach out via our
Small /:ry School Facebook Groulp or email us at
sma//fry@a/as/easea/ife.org

Sincere/y,
The Alaska Seal_ife Center Education Team



Lesson 1: Borrowed Homes

Episode(s) to watch:
e Month 5 Episode 1 - Homes
e Month 5 Episode 2 - Borrowed Homes

Overview:

All animals need a safe place to call home. Some build their own home, some
find a home, and some rely on other animals to provide their home. Shells are
one way that some animals can stay safe from predators. Can you think of any
animals that have shells? Depending on where you live, you might have seen
turtles, snails, clams, or other animals that have shells. All of these animals
build their own shells. Hermit crabs, another type of animal that have a shell,
actually borrow the shells of other animals when they have moved out! As the
hermit crabs grow bigger, they have to find a new one that fits them better.

Materials:

Construction paper

Washable, non-toxic paint

Crayons / markers / colored pencils
Googly eyes, pompoms, etc. (optional)

Activity:

Let’s play Red Light, Green Light!

Pretend to be a hermit crab and move toward
the “shoreline” (finish line). On red light,
freeze and go into your shell! On green light,
keep moving towards the shore!

Craft:

Make a hermit crab with your handprint!
Paint your hand then press it on the paper.
After washing up, draw a shell or cut one out
on another piece of paper.




HERMIT CRAB'S NEW HOME

Trace the lines to help each hermit crab find their new home













