Lesson 2: Camouflage Like a Decorator Crab or Octopus

Episode(s) to watch:
e Month 3 Episode 3 - Dress Up
e Month 3 Episode 4 - Change Like an Octopus

Overview:

As we learned about with wolf eels, camouflage is a feature that many animals
have. And they all use it a little differently! Some other animals that use
camouflage are octopuses and decorator crabs. Octopuses have special skin
that changes color and texture to match their surroundings! This allows them
to blend into many different environments, like rocky reefs and kelp forests.
Decorator crabs also use camouflage, but their skin color doesn’t match their
surrounding like wolf eels or octopuses. Instead, they pick up materials from
their surroundings and attach it to their shells (or “decorate” themselves). As
their shell becomes more covered, it makes it harder for predators to see
them, and they are better able to blend into their surroundings.

Materials:
e Paper plate
e Scissors
e Crayons / markers / colored pencils
e Googly eyes (optional)
e Glue
e Colored tissue paper or construction paper scraps

Activity:

Dress up! Pick a room or area of your house and try to camouflage yourself by
putting different items on! You can put on different clothes to blend in like an
octopus or pick up items and decorate yourself like a decorator crab.

Craft:

Cut a paper plate in half and color it, try to pick
colors that might mimic either their natural
environment. You can also glue bits of colored
paper and other materials on it to mimic the way an
octopus can change the texture of their skin, and
add googly eyes to the curved edge of the plate.
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Circle the octopus that is different from the rest in the row.










