Lesson 2: Prickly Urchins & Squishy Anemones

Episode(s) to watch:
e Month 1 Episode 3 - Prickly Urchins & Squishy Anemones

Overview: This week we are going to learn about sea urchins and sea
anemones. Sea urchins are a spiny cousin of the sea stars we learned about
last week! They have many of the same body parts, including tube feet to
move and hold onto their food and a mouth at the center of their body. They
also have spines to protect themselves against predators! These spines are
often very sharp and can even be venomous. Like sea stars and other
invertebrates, sea urchins don't have any bones. Sea urchins range in
diameter from less than an inch to 14 inches and they have a wide array of
colors! Sea anemones are closely related to sea jellies (or “jellyfish”)! Sea
anemones have an adhesive foot at their base that they use to attach
themselves to rocks and other surfaces. Their mouth is at the center of their
body and it is surrounded by stinging tentacles. These tentacles have the
same type of singing cells that sea jellies have, but theirs are smaller so they
are usually harmless to humans. However, they can sting fish, which is how
they catch their food.

Materials:
e Clay
e Yarn and/or pipe cleaners

Activity: Urchin and anemone freeze dance! Play your favorite music and
pretend to be sea anemones and urchins dancing and moving in the ocean.
When you’re an anemone, sway side to side or reach out your arms like
squishy tentacles. When you’re an urchin, keep your arms straight like prickly
spines. Pause the music and, when it stops, freeze in your best anemone or
urchin pose. Restart the music and start to dance again!

Craft: Make your own squishy sea anemone
with clay and yarn or prickly sea urchin with
clay and pipe cleaners! These animals come in
many different shapes, sizes, and colors. Make
them as unique and creative as you’d like!




Sea Anemone Tentacles

Trace the lines to help the sea anemone tentacles
reach the fish!




Cea urchins in the
tide pool

Circle the correct number to match the
number of sea urchins inside the tide pools




COLORFUL ANEMONES

Circle the correct color sea anemone(s) in each row

Yellow







