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StorigsHighlighting 2019

Thisphoto of Dutch was taken in January 201utdbisone of the four ringed sealsart ofan

ongoinglce Seal Research Progratrthe Centeiin partnership withthe Long Marine

Laboratory of University of California, Santa CRinged seals are a species of ice seal that

inhabit the Arctic. Concern about depleting sea ice has ignited our research on this little known
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In February, the Alaska SealLife Center hosted its annual Alaska Marine Gala, which included
various fundraising elements such as a giving challenge, a live auction, a silent auction, and
rafflesand gameshroughout the evening. Proceeds helped to ensure the ASLC continues to
carry out mission related initiatives research, education, and response capacities.




Throughout the yearthe Alaska Sealife Center participatedhi@ conservation effo such as
National Skip the Straw Daylastic Fre&coChallengeand World Oceans Dagncouragingur

staff and the public to pledge take steps to become educated on the dangers of singke
plastics in ouocears.

A World Oceans
P o I (TN TV
4 |




In April,2019 a oneweekold female bearded seal pup was rescued in Shaktoolik with the help

of local children. Later named Saktulig, this originally underweight seal spent the summer at the
Center rehabilitating and gaining weight. Deemed meleasable by the f#eral government, in
August she found a new home at the Long Marine Laboratory at the University of California,
Santa Cruz (UCSC), having traveled about 2700 miles from her rescue location. Saktulig is now
participating in an ice seal research program tisa collaboration between Dr. Colleen
Reichmuth, UCSC and ASLC.

NMFS #187863




In May, the Alaska Seal.ife Center hosted its first annual Wine by the Water, a fundraiser where
guests tasted custom wine paired with appetizers prepared by local chefs while learning about
puffins,sea otters, Steller sea lions, Giant Pacific octopuscan@nt research programs at the

Center.




